BIOS

AMY DENIO

Seattle resident Amy Denio is a founding member of the Tiptons, and is a composer, singer, multi-instrumentalist, audio engineer, and international collaborator.  She started her own label, Spoot Music, in 1986.  Her main instruments are voice, accordion, saxophones, clarinet, electric guitar, and bass, and she makes field recordings.  She has collaborated with musicians and artists from East and West Europe, Japan, India, and throughout North America, and has 32 CD releases.  She has played concerts in N. America, Brazil, Argentina, Japan, Hong Kong, India, and throughout Europe.  She composes sound tracks for theater, film and dance, and works with choreographers such as Pat Graney, Li Chiao-Ping, and Victoria Marks. In 1997 she received a Bessie Award for her work with David Dorfman.  Her music has been performed at the Venice Biennale in Italy, at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, Carnegie Hall in New York, and The Ethical Society in Philadelphia.

JESSICA LURIE

Jessica Lurie is an internationally renowned composer, performance artist, and woodwind-er, originally hailing from Seattle and now living in New York. She joined the Tiptons in 1992. She also performs with and composes for her own groups: The Jessica Lurie Ensemble (JLE), The Living Daylights Trio (Seattle), latin funk group La Buya (NYC) and the balkan brass band The Zagnuts (NYC). Lurie started her own music label Zipa!Music in 2000. She has collaborated in a wide range of musical styles and multi-media projects with international artists such as Bill Frisell, The Indigo Girls, Danijel Zezelj, Amy Denio, NYC's Circus Amok, Carlo Actis Dato, Nels Cline, Skerik, Les Claypool, The Jacob Fred Jazz Oddessy, The Pat Grainey Dance Company, Scott Amendola, Eyvind Kang, Wayne Horvitz, Allison Miller, Sleater Kinney, the Berkeley Symphony, and Steven Berstein. She has 22 CD releases with her various groups and as a side-person or collaborator. Her projects have received support from CEC Artslink, The National Performance Network, Arts International, Artist Trust, the Seattle, King County and Washington State Arts Commissions, Earshot Jazz, The Isabella Stewart Gardener Museum, The Croatian Ministry of Culture, Topolo, and the Jack Straw Institute among others.

SUE ORFIELD

Sue Orfield has been playing the tenor saxophone for close to 30 years. She currently lives in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, and freelances there in the blues, jazz, rock, and original music scene. She moved to Eau Claire in 2004 from Seattle, Washington, where she was voted "best horn" by the Washington Blues Society in 1999, 2001, 2002, 2003, and 2004. Sue fronts her own group called The Sue Orfield Band (SOB) which features much of her original material. Sue has shared the stage with some musical greats over the years, a few of them being Jo Dee Messina, the Indigo Girls, Bo Diddley, Ann Wilson of Heart, Dizzy Gillespie, Clark Terry, and Bobby McFerrin. Sue's artistry, individuality, and powerful presence on stage make her one of the midwest's favorite saxophone players. 

TINA RICHERSON

Tina is a well versed saxophonist whose many years of classical training bring much skill and versatility to the jazz idiom. She currently performs with the Tiptons, Seattle Womens Jazz Orchestra, and her own jazz quintet Hard Bop or Not?. Tina has performed with Big Bands since 1989 and small jazz ensembles since 1993. She is the Overall Instrumental Soloist Winner from the 1997 Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival at the University of Idaho, where she attained her Bachelor's of Music. Tina introduced herself to the Seattle jazz scene while attending the University of Washington. Ms Richerson was the first female to perform and record live with the Seattle Jazz Repertory Orchestra. She graduated with her Master's degree in 2002. Tina has also performed with Claudio Roditi, Don Lanphere, Jon Goforth, Gretta Metassa, Frank Grace, Mallet Jazz, and the jazz trio Love Must Swing.

ELIZABETH PUPO WALKER (percussion) has been performing, studying and teaching percussion for 10 years. She is in the internationally recognized group, Tuatara (world music/jazz)which includes members of R.E.M., Los Lobos, Screaming Trees, and Luna. Having toured nationally and abroad, her strength is her versatility playing many styles of music, including Latin jazz, soul, Brazilian samba, flamenco, afro-Cuban, groove jazz, pop/rock, and experimental.She has studied extensively in Cuba with the master drummers of Los Munequitos de Matanzas She has also studied with Senegalese master drummer, Mapathe Diop and brazilian percussionist, Jorge Alebay among others. Elizabeth has been featured in Drum! Magazine as well as Modern Drummer and has performed at Peter Gabriel's Womad Festival with world reknowned percussionist Zakir Hussain, Joan Osbourne, and members of Spearhead. She has also performed with Ozomatli, on National Public Radio, and at various festivals around the country including Lillith Fair. Based out of Seattle, WA Elizabeth does various session work with a variety of bands, such as Living Daylights, and the group BRAD which features members of Pearl Jam. She is currently a member of the groups Jumbalaya, Mango Son, La Movida and Origins. Elizabeth also formed the experimental/tribal jazz group MANAH, which toured extensively throughout the 90's.

